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FATAL FACTS 
Three times more youngsters die from 
VSA Volatile substance abuse) than 
from illegal drugs.1 

Figures show that 273 people died as a 
result of VSA over a period of 4 
years.2  In the same period, 44 people 
died from taking Ecstasy.3 

Deaths from VSA do not get the same 
publicity as deaths from illegal drugs. 

The first time can be fatal - In 43% of 
deaths, there was no previous evidence 
of solvent and volatile substance 
abuse.2 (1999 figures) 

Your child-could die if they deliber-
ately inhale the fumes from many eve-
ryday household products. 

 
OTHER FACTS PARENTS NEED TO KNOW 

Death figures show that 66% of the 
victims were aged between 7 and 19.2 

Prolonged misuse of solvents and vola-
tile substances can result in brain, liver 
and kidney damage for your child.3 
 1         Home Office Statistical Bulletin 1996. 

2         ‘Trends in Deaths Associated with the Abuse of Volatile Substances 1971-1999’ published by St Geroge’s 
Hospital Medical School. 

3         ‘Mortality Statistics: Injury and Poisoning 1992’ Series DH8 No. 18. 
4         ‘Volatile Substance Abuse.’ The Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs 1995. 

GETTING HELP 

For a detailed parents' Guide - Keep your Child 
Safe and Sound, or personal advice, please send 
postage of 41p to: 

ReRe--Solv, the Society for the Prevention of SoSolv, the Society for the Prevention of Sol-l-
vent and Volatile Substance Abuse. 30a High vent and Volatile Substance Abuse. 30a High 
Street, Stone, Staffs ST15 8AWStreet, Stone, Staffs ST15 8AW  
 
Tel:   01785 817885 01785 817885      Fax:  01785 81320501785 813205 
or visit our Website a:       www.rewww.re--solv.orgsolv.org 

Re-Solv is a non-profit making company, 
limited by guarentee.               
                                          
Company Registered No. 1859082 
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NATIONAL FREEPHONE HELPLINE 

0808 800 2345 


